uncertain whether the presence of this species in Ecuador is the result of a single or multiple introductions. Both San Lorenzo and Pedernales are port cities on the coast and it is likely that this species has been introduced through the ship yards. However, it is difficult to estimate an approximate date of introduction or the country of origin. Molecular studies could be useful in determining the pattern of colonization in Ecuador.
Hemidactylus frenatus is a successful colonizer. For example, it was one of the first colonizing species reported from islands of the Krakatau group after the eruption of Anak Krakatau, and it is now found on all islands of the Krakatau archipelago (Rawlinson et al., 1990) . The invasion of H. frenatus to mainland Ecuador, and potentially the Galápagos, should be monitored while population structures of native and introduced geckos are studied pre-and post-invasion, with a goal of minimizing impacts and preventing invasion of the ecologically sensitive Galápagos. Human activity has already resulted in the introduction of three species of gecko to the Galápagos islands: Phyllodactylus reissii (Santa Cruz), Lepidodactylus lugubris (Santa Cruz, San Cristobal, Isabela), and Gonatodes caudiscutatus (San Cristobal) (Schauenberg, 1968; Wright, 1983; Hoogmoed, 1989) . The native species Phyllodactylus galapagoensis is currently displaced from urban areas by the introduced P. reissii (Altamirano, 2002) and we believe the presence of H. frenatus, which is often a superior competitor to other geckos (e.g., Case et al., 1994) , would likely have graver implications for the conservation of the endemic geckos.
